CHAPTER  X.

WORDS FROM THE NAMES OF PLACES.

WE have already seen something of the stories
which the names of places, old and new, can tell us.
But the names of places themselves often give us
new words, and from these, too, we can learn many
interesting facts.

Many manufactured things, and especially woven
cloths, silks, etc., are called by the name of the place
from which they come, or from which they first came.
Cashmere, a favourite smooth woollen material, is
called after Cashmir, in India.    Damask, the mate-
rial of which table linen is generally made, takes its
name from Damascus;  as does Holland, the light
brownish cotton stuff used so much for children's
frocks and overalls, from Holland, and the rough
woollen material known as frieze from Friesland.
Cambric,  the fine white material often used for
handkerchiefs,   takes  its  name  from  Cambrai in
France, the place where it was first made.   The
word  cambric,  however,  came into  English  from
Kamerijk, the Dutch name for Cambrai.   So the
other fine material known as lawn got its name